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TORONTO
THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



How did this happen?

TORONTO IS A 
HUGE SUCCESS
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// Fastest Growing City in Developed World



// Downtown Development - 2000



// Downtown Development - 2025



WHERE IN THE 
WORLD IS TORONTO?



Rank City Score

1 New York 48

2 London 40

3 Tokyo 29

4 Hong Kong 21

5 Paris 19

6 Singapore 17

7 Los Angeles 13

8 Seoul 11

9 Vienna 10

10 Stockholm 9

10 Toronto 9

12 Chicago 8

13 Sydney 5

RANKING OF RANKINGS

Source: Martin Prosperity Institute, based on five key rankings of global cities.  



CITIES OF OPPORTUNITIES, 2018

Source: Cities of Opportunity Report 2016, PwC. 
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WHAT ARE THE KEY 
DRIVERS OF 
THE GLOBAL CITY?



Sources: 2016 Airport Traffic Report: Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
Airport Council International, World Airport Traffic Rankings 2016

32nd
(total passengers)

22nd
(international passengers)

Airports



Source: Airport Council International, GTAA Passenger Traffic Statistics

TORONTO IS BECOMING A GLOBAL 
MEGA-HUB



TORONTO PEARSON CONNECTIVITY



Universities

22nd

Source: Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2016-17. 



Innovation

MaRS, Toronto
Source: Innovation Cities Index 2016-17: Global Rankings. 

8th



Financial Services

Source: The Global Financial Centres Index 21. 

7th



GLOBAL LEADERS
(City of London Global Financial Centres)

1. London
2. New York

3. Hong Kong
4. Singapore

5. Tokyo
6. Shanghai
7. Toronto



Source: Foreign Policy Magazine’s Global Cities Index 2008

Culture

4th



18th

Source: Knight Frank, Q1 2018

Housing Costs
(in absolute costs)



7th

Source: Knight Frank, Q1 2018

Housing Costs
(in purchasing power)



Source: Knight Frank Prime Office Rents in Major Cities of the World, 2017

16th

Office Rents



Source: The Brookings Institution & Bureau of Economic Analysis – GDP by Metropolitan Area

SHARE OF TOTAL ECONOMIC OUTPUT



WHY HAS 
TORONTO BECOME 
SUCH A SUCCESS?



Immigration



The world’s first 
50/50 city 

50%+ not born 
in Canada

50%+ visible 
minorities



Source: U.S. Census: American Community Survey 2015; Statistics Canada, 2011 National Household Survey (Politico)

FOREIGN-BORN RESIDENTS



FREQUENCY OF NAMES IN TORONTO 
PHONE BOOK
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FREQUENCY OF NAMES IN TORONTO 
PHONE BOOK



BUDAPEST 1956 52,000

THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



RICHARD NIXON 1969 - 1974 40,000

THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



RENÉ LÉVESQUE 1976 300,000

THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE 1978 - 1979 60,000

THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



SYRIAN REFUGEES 41,000

THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



LEHMAN BROTHERS 2008

THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS



WHY HAVE THESE 
ACCIDENTS LED TO 
SUCCESS?



Peace, Order & 
Good 

Government



Good Pensions 
Child Benefits 

Public Universities



JANE AND SHEPPARD BRANCH, TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
Source: 2015 Key Performance Indicators, Toronto Public Library.

BEST LIBRARY SYSTEM IN 
THE WORLD



ONE OF THE BEST PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEMS IN THE WORLD

Source: 2015 PISA Scores, OECD.



THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS

2015 Board of Trade Scorecard

GLOBAL CITY INCOME INEQUALITY
(Selected Gini coefficient) 



THE LIMITS OF ACCIDENT…



THE ACCIDENTAL METROPOLIS

BIG CHALLENGES FOR THE 
CLOBAL CITY:

Transit
Affordable Housing

Governance
Ambition



Hec Tate, flickr

• Regional Fare Integration
• Intra-City High Speed Rail 
• Embracing The AI/Uber 

Revolution

TRANSPORTATION INADEQUACY



Source: National Post, 2017.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

• Market Rental Promotion
• Aggressive Affordable Housing Target
• Dedication of Public Land
• Widening the Market Area



Can City Council 
cope with a 
global city ?

GOVERNANCE

• Male: 69%

• Pale: 87%

• Stale: 59% (15 years+)



AMBITION

1. Intra-city high speed rail
2. Affordable housing at scale
3. Portlands
4. Downsview
5. Scarborough Town Centre Convention Centre
6. Destination attractions
7. The airports – Pearson and Pickering
8. Load pricing
9. CA innovation
10.TCHC



WE LIVE IN HOPE …

MAYOR NATHAN PHILLIPS

We live in hope…



Source: BuzzBuzzNews Canada, 2017





INNOVATION

HARD INNOVATION 
SOFT INNOVATION

Source: Sidewalk Labs, 2017



CITY OF 
TORONTO

2.8
MILLION 
PEOPLE 



NEW YORK CITY

8.5 MILLION

GREATER LONDON

8.2 MILLION

GRAND PARIS

2.2 MILLION

Source: United States Census Bureau, 2016. | Office for National Statistics, 2011. | Insitut national de la statistique et des etudes economiques, 2013.  





SOCIAL INCLUSION

GRENFELL TOWER, LONDON, UK



CLIMATE CHANGE

Source: Danny Williams, 2017.



AFFORDABLE HOUSING
TCHC 

Source: Toronto’s social housing is crumbling. How will the federal leaders fix it? Toronto Star, 2015. 
.

REXDALE SOCIAL HOUSING


